
 

 February 14, 2007  

Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chairman 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
433 Russell Senate Office Building  
Washington DC 20510-4502 

Dear Chairman Leahy, 

We write in support of Chief Justice John Roberts’ call for an increase in the compensation 
of federal judges.  As the Chief Justice showed in his recent report, although the average U.S. 
worker’s wages have risen 17.8% in real terms since 1969, federal judicial pay has actually 
declined 23.9% after inflation over the same period.  Indeed, federal trial judges now earn less 
than some law school graduates earn in their first year of private practice.  In calling for an 
immediate and substantial increase in judicial pay, the National Commission on the Public 
Service (the Volcker Commission) concluded a few years ago that "judicial salaries are the most 
egregious example of the failure of federal compensation policies" and noted that judicial salaries 
lag behind the salaries of other nonprofit leaders with whom judges might be compared.   

This is a grave problem because our judiciary is an essential guardian of our freedom, and 
we need the most capable people to serve, without regard to their personal financial capabilities.  
We also want judges to consider the bench to be an insulated position from which they are free to 
make unpopular but necessary decisions to uphold the Constitution.  If judges expect that they 
will have to leave the bench eventually for financial reasons, the independence of the judiciary is 
compromised.  

To show the importance of an independent judiciary, Chief Justice Roberts quotes 
Alexander Hamilton: “The independence of the judges once destroyed, the constitution is gone, it 
is a dead letter: it is a vapor which the breath of faction in a moment may dissipate.”  We cannot 
allow that to happen.   

We hope you will promptly vote a substantial increase in the compensation of federal 
judges. 

 Respectfully, 

 David M. Schizer 
 Dean and the Lucy G. Moses  
    Professor of Law 

 And 129 additional signatories attached 

CC:  Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. 



 

Additional Signatories of the Law School Deans’ Letter on Judicial Pay  
 
NOTE: Law School affiliations are provided for identification purposes only. 
 
T. Alexander Aleinikoff  
Professor of Law; Executive Vice President 
Georgetown Law 
 
Peter C. Alexander 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Southern Illinois University School of Law 
 
James J. Alfini 
President and Dean 
South Texas College of Law 
 
Linda L. Ammons 
Widener University School of Law 
Wilmington, DE 
Harrisburg, PA 
 
Michelle J. Anderson 
Dean and Professor of Law 
CUNY School of Law 
 
Hannah R. Arterian 
Dean and Professor of Law 
College of Law, Syracuse University 
 
John B. Attanasio 
Dean & William Hawley Atwell 
Professor of Constitutional Law 
Southern Methodist University 
Dedman School of Law 
 
Katharine T. Bartlett 
Dean and A. Kenneth Pye Professor of Law 
Duke University School of Law 



 

Louis D. Bilionis 
Dean and Nippert Professor of Law 
University of Cincinnati College of Law 
 
John Charles Boger 
Dean, University of North Carolina School of Law 
 
Patrick J. Borchers 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Creighton University 
 
Jeffrey S. Brand 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of San Francisco School of Law 
 
Katherine S. Broderick 
Dean, University of the District of Columbia 
 
Brian Bromberger 
Dean, Loyola New Orleans 
 
David W. Burcham 
Fritz B. Burns Dean and Professor of Law 
Loyola Law School, Los Angeles 
 
Donald L. Burnett Jr. 
Dean and Foundation Professor of Law 
University of Idaho College of Law 
 
Robert Butkin 
Dean and Professor of Law 
The University of Tulsa College of Law 
 
Evan Caminker 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Michigan Law School 
 
Judge John L. Carroll 
Dean and Ethel P. Malugen Professor of Law 
Cumberland School of Law 
Samford University 



 

Jim Chen 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Louis D. Brandeis School of Law 
University of Louisville 
 
Hiram E. Chodosh 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Utah, S.J. Quinney College of Law 
 
Andrew M. Coats 
Dean, University of Oklahoma College of Law 
 
Neil H. Cogan 
Vice President and Dean 
Whittier Law School 
 
Jay Conison 
Dean and Professor 
Valparaiso University School of Law 
 
John E. Corkery 
Acting Dean, The John Marshall Law School 
 
Mary Crossley 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law 
 
Mary C. Daly 
Dean, St. John's University School of Law 
 
Kenneth B. Davis Jr. 
Dean, University of Wisconsin Law School 
 
R. Lawrence Dessem 
Dean, University of Missouri-Columbia 
 
Stuart L. Deutsch 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Rutgers School of Law-Newark 



 

Darby Dickerson 
Vice President and Dean 
Stetson University College of Law 
 
Bernard Dobranski 
President and Dean 
Ave Maria School of Law 
 
Allen K. Easley 
President & Dean 
William Mitchell College of Law 
 
E. Edwin Eck 
Dean and Professor 
University of Montana School of Law  
 
Melissa A. Essary 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Campbell University 
Norman Adrian Wiggins School of Law 
 
John W. Fisher II 
Dean,West Virginia University College of Law 
 
Michael Fitts 
Dean and Bernard G. Segal Professor 
University of Pennsylvania Law School 
 
Cynthia L. Fountaine  
Interim Dean and Professor of Law  
Texas Wesleyan University School of Law  
 
Stephen J. Friedman 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Pace University School of Law 
 
Alfredo Garcia 
Interim Dean and Professor of Law 
St. Thomas University School of Law 



 

Jon M. Garon 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Hamline University School of Law 
 
Arthur R. Gaudio 
Dean & Professor of Law 
Western New England College 
School of Law 
 
Charles W. Goldner Jr. 
Dean and Professor of Law 
William H. Bowen School of Law 
University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
 
C. Peter Goplerud 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Florida Coastal School of Law 
 
Claudio Grossman 
Dean and Raymond Geraldson Scholar for International and Humanitarian Law 
American University 
Washington College of Law 
 
Thomas F. Guernsey 
President and Dean 
Albany Law School 
 
Jack A. Guttenberg 
Dean & Professor of Law 
Capital University Law School 
 
Lawrence K. Hellman 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Oklahoma City University School of Law 
 
Patrick E. Hobbs 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Seton Hall University School of Law 
 



 

Gilbert A. Holmes 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Baltimore School of Law 
 
Dean Dennis R. Honabach 
Chase College of Law 
Northern Kentucky University 
 
Walter B. Huffman 
Dean and W. Frank Newton Professor of Law 
Texas Tech University School of Law 
 
Heidi M. Hurd 
Dean and the David C. Baum Professor of Law and Philosophy 
University of Illinois College of Law 
 
Robert H. Jerry II 
Dean and Levin, Mabie and Levin Professor 
Levin College of Law, University of Florida 
 
Carolyn C. Jones 
Dean and F. Wendell Miller Professor of Law 
University of Iowa College of Law 
 
José Roberto Juárez Jr. 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Denver Sturm College of Law 
 
Elena Kagan 
Dean, Harvard Law School 
 
W. H. Knight Jr.  
Dean, University of Washington Law School 
 
Harold Hongju Koh 
Dean, Yale Law School 
 
Harold J. Krent 
Dean & Professor 
Chicago-Kent College of Law 



 

Fred M. Lawrence 
Dean, The George Washington University School of Law 
 
Paul A. LeBel 
Dean, University of North Dakota School of Law 
 
Don LeDuc 
President and Dean 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School 
 
Jeffrey E. Lewis 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Saint Louis University School of Law 
 
David A. Logan 
Dean & Professor of Law 
Roger Williams University School of Law 
 
Dennis O. Lynch 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Miami School of Law 
 
Richardson R. Lynn 
Dean and Professor of Law 
John Marshall Law School 
 
Earl F. Martin 
Dean & Professor of Law 
Gonzaga University School of Law 
 
Toni M. Massaro 
Dean and Regents' Professor 
The University of Arizona 
James E. Rogers College of Law 
 
Richard A. Matasar 
Dean and President 
New York Law School 



 

Philip J. McConnaughay 
Dean and Donald J. Farage Professor of Law 
The Pennsylvania State University 
Dickinson School of Law 
 
Geoffrey S. Mearns 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law 
Cleveland State University 
 
Thomas M. Mengler 
Dean and Ryan Chair in Law 
University of St. Thomas School of Law 
 
Richard J. Morgan 
Dean, William S. Boyd School of Law 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 
Fred L. Morrison 
Interim Co-Dean 
University of Minnesota Law School 
 
Cynthia Nance 
Dean and Professor 
University of Arkansas, School of Law 
 
Charles I. Nelson 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Faulkner University, Jones School of Law 
 
Nell Jessup Newton 
Chancellor and Dean 
William B. Lockhart Professor of Law 
UC Hastings College of Law 
 



 

John F. O'Brien 
Dean, New England School of Law 
 
Nils Olsen 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University at Buffalo 
State University of New York 
 
Maureen A. O'Rourke 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Michaels Faculty Research Scholar 
Boston University School of Law 
 
Margie Paris 
Dean, University of Oregon School of Law 
 
Elizabeth Rindskopf Parker 
Dean, University of the Pacific 
McGeorge School of Law  
 
Jerry R. Parkinson 
Dean & Professor of Law 
University of Wyoming College of Law 
 
David F. Partlett 
Dean, Emory School of Law 
 
Rex R. Perschbacher 
Dean and Professor of Law 
UC Davis School of Law 
 
Raymond C. Pierce 
Dean and Professor of Law 
North Carolina Central University 
 
Freddie Pitcher Jr. (Judge Ret.) 
Chancellor, Southern University Law Center 
 
Peter Pitegoff 
Dean, University of Maine School of Law 
 



 

Donald J. Polden 
Dean, School of Law 
Santa Clara University 
 
Lawrence Ponoroff  
Dean and Mitchell Franklin Professor of Private & Commercial Law  
Tulane University Law School  
 
Douglas E. Ray 
Dean and Professor of Law 
The University of Toledo College of Law 
 
Robert J. Reinstein 
Dean, Temple University School of Law 
 
Richard Revesz 
Dean and Lawrence King Professor of Law 
New York University School of Law 
 
William J. Rich 
Interim Dean and Professor of Law 
Washburn University School of Law 
 
Lauren Robel 
Dean and Val Nolan Professor of Law 
Indiana University School of Law 
 
Nancy H. Rogers 
Dean, The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law 
 
Jim Rosenblatt 
Dean, Mississippi College School of Law 
 
David Rudenstine 
Dean, Cardozo School of Law 
 
Lawrence G. Sager 
Dean, University of Texas School of Law 
 
Mark Sargent 
Dean, Villanova University School of Law 



 

 
Brad Saxton 
Dean & Professor of Law 
Quinnipiac University School of Law 
 
Suellyn Scarnecchia 
Dean, University of New Mexico School of Law 
 
Michael H. Schill 
Dean and Professor of Law 
UCLA School of Law 
 
Stewart J. Schwab 
The Allan R. Tessler Dean & Professor of Law 
Cornell Law School 
 
Geoffrey B. Shields  
President and Dean and Professor of Law  
Vermont Law School 
 
Gary J. Simson 
Dean, Case Western Reserve University School of Law 
 
Robert Smith 
Dean & Professor of Law 
Suffolk University Law School 
 
Aviam Soifer 
Dean and Professor of Law, William S. Richardson School of Law 
University of Hawai'i 
 
Rodney A. Smolla 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Richmond School of Law 
 
James R. Smoot 
Dean and Professor of Law 
University of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law 
 
Rayman L. Solomon 
Dean, Rutgers University School of Law - Camden 



 

 
Emily A. Spieler 
Dean, Northeastern University School of Law  
 
Kenneth W. Starr 
Duane and Kelly Roberts Dean and Professor of Law 
Pepperdine University School of Law 
 
Kurt A. Strasser 
Interim Dean and Phillip I. Blumberg Professor 
University of Connecticut Law School  
 
Leonard P. Strickman 
Dean, Florida International University College of Law 
 
Ellen Y. Suni 
Marvin Lewis Rich Faculty Scholar and Professor of Law 
Dean, University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law 
 
Symeon C. Symeonides 
College of Law Dean and Professor of Law 
Willamette University College of Law 
 
Kellye Y. Testy 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Seattle University School of Law 
 
William Treanor 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Fordham Law School 
 
Barry R. Vickrey 
Dean & Professor of Law 
University of South Dakota School of Law 
 
David Walker 
Dean & Professor of Law 
Drake Law School 



 

Robert K. Walsh 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Wake Forest University School of Law 
 
Joan Wexler 
Dean, Brooklyn Law School 
 
Patricia D. White 
Dean and Professor of Law 
Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law 
Arizona State University 
 
Rebecca White 
Dean and J. Alton Hosch Professor of Law 
University of Georgia 
 
Parham Williams 
Dean, Chapman University School of Law 
 
Frank H. Wu 
Dean, Wayne State University Law School 
 
David Yellen 
Dean and Professor 
Loyola University Chicago School of Law 
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